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THE STRUCTURE OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM

The national education system:

– includes public and private education units and institutions;

– has an open character;– has an open character;

– assures the possibility of transfer from one system to another 
under the conditions stipulated by law.

The obligation of attending school is 

established  by the Constitution (article 32) 

and by Education Act. 



THE ROMANIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM

• PRE-UNIVERSITY 
EDUCATION

1. Early childhood 
education

2. Primary education 

• HIGHER 
EDUCATION

1. University education

2. Post graduate studies

(compulsory)

3. Lower secondary 
education (gymnasiums)

4. Higher secondary 
education (high school 
education)

5. Vocational education

6. Post-high school 
education



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

It includes:

- ante-pre-school education 

(0-3 years old);

- pre-school education - pre-school education 

(3-6 years old);

Organized in groups for children aged 
0-6 (lower, middle and upper group), in 
kindergartens with standard, 
extended or weekly programme.



PRIMARY EDUCATION

• It is compulsory;

• Includes the preparatory grade and  the 
1- 4 grades and it is organized in 1- 4 grades and it is organized in 
schools as full-time education;

• The preparatory grade can be 
organized in kindergartens, too.



LOWER SECONDARY EDUCATION (GYMNASIUMS)

• Includes grades 5-8;

• It is compulsory and ends up with an exam 
called “National Evaluation” – the subjects 
are: Romanian Language and Literature and 
Mathematics.



HIGHER SECONDARY EDUCATION 
(HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION)

• It includes grades 9-12 – full time education; grades 9-13 – part-time 
education and 9-14 evening classes;

• High school education has the following branches: 1. Theoretical 2. 
Technological 3. Vocational;

• Enrollment is made on the basis of an” Educational portofolio” that 
includes the results at the “National Examination” and an average of 
all the Yearly General Averages starting with year 5 ;

• High school studies end up with a “Baccalaureate examination”;
• The graduates get the “Baccalaureate diploma”.



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (2 YEARS)

• It is organized as full-time education  with a duration of 2 
years;

• 9th grade graduates can enroll in the “vocational schools”;

• The courses end up with a “Graduation exam” followed by 
the obtaining of a “Graduation diploma”.the obtaining of a “Graduation diploma”.



POST HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION (1-3 YEARS)

• It is organized in post-high school and specializing the 
students in domains required by various companies and 
institutions;

• Admission is granted on a competitive basis;• Admission is granted on a competitive basis;

• High school graduates, whether they are baccalaureate 
diploma holders or not, can take part in the entrance 
examination;

• The studies end up with a graduation examination;

• The graduates receive a graduation certificate.



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

• short-cycle education (3 years)

- it is organized in colleges;

- it ends up with a “graduation exam” after which a - it ends up with a “graduation exam” after which a 
“graduation diploma” is obtained;

- the graduates of these colleges can continue their studies 
in the long-cycle education system. 



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

• The long-cycle education (4-6 years)
- it is organized in universities, institutes and academies;
- the higher education institution commonly comprises 
several faculties, university colleges, departments, units for 
scientific research, for designing and small scale production, 
centres of excellence;

• - admission in higher education is granted on competitive 
basis, following an entrance examination or a personal file 
examination. 



POSTGRADUATE STUDIES

• Advanced studies in the specialization certified by the 
diploma (2-3 semesters);

• Master studies: the integration of several domains of 
specialization (2-4 semesters);specialization (2-4 semesters);

• Doctoral studies;

• Refresher courses.     



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

• Starting with 2005 the university education follows 
the European framework, i.e. 3/4 years 
specialization studies, 2 years master studies and 
then doctoral studies.



• The Ministry of Education decides on the organization of 
the school year. For the pre-university education system 
(primary, lower and upper secondary, vocational and 

THE SCHOOL CALENDAR

(primary, lower and upper secondary, vocational and 
post-high school education) the ministry decides on the 
structure of the school year, the examinations and school 
holidays;

• For the higher education, the general coordinates are 
established by the Ministry of Education, but the principle 
of university autonomy works in this respect, too.



THE SCHOOL YEAR

• Starting with 1998/1999 the division of the school 
year into semesters at pre-university level was 
adopted;

• The semesters include study periods alternating 
with vacation periods;

• Starting with 2011 there is a special week for extra-
curricular activities. It takes place before the Easter 
holiday;

• This school year (2013-2014) has 36 weeks.
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